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ABSTRACT

The COVID-19 pandemic presents many threats for entrepreneurs since their 

business survival is often directly at stake. These threats are not just of a financial 

nature but also of a health-related nature, such as the threat of burnout. Indeed, 

we show that for French entrepreneurs, the threat of burnout increased after the 

arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic. This finding raises the question of whether this 

outcome is due to the threat to health, the effects of the lockdown, or the threat 

of bankruptcy. It appears that all three factors play important roles, although the 

financial threat is the dominant threat. These findings call for the extension of 

entrepreneurial support systems beyond the financial area by also involving an 

“entrepreneurship care” aspect, which includes telephone support, webinars, 

mental help facilities, etc. 

Roy Thurik will also talk about the past and future of entrepreneurship 
research (a vision).
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